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Background :

Agriculture has been the foremost engagement of human beings since their existence and will continue to be 

imperative given the fact that food is necessary for survival. The shift in lifestyle of humans from their nomadic way of life 

to the settled way of life has become possible due to development and adoption of early agriculture practices. In this 

journey of transformation from famine to food sufficiency, certain individuals and institutions played critical roles. Still 

there is a long way to go in making the planet free from hunger and malnutrition. Developing and underdeveloped 

nations in order to boost food production, need cooperation, collaboration and learning of global experiences. There are 

individuals and institutions, governments and corporates, and scientists and policy makers, who have played 

transformational roles in making the planet food and nutrition secure through policies, technologies, business and 

development interventions. Such outstanding contributors and role models need to be recognised and felicitated at 

the global level. 

Recognition :

Individuals, such as Dr. Norman Borlaug, Prof. MS Swaminathan, Dr. V Kurien, Prof. Yuan Longping, President Lula, 

President Obama, just to name a few, have made historic contributions in the 20th century. And so have the institutions 

such as FAO, CIMMYT, UNDP, ICAR, IRRI, IFPRI, ICRISAT, AfDB, ADB, AGRA, NEPAD, IFDB, CropLife, IFA etc and corporate 

such as John Deere, Monsanto, Mosaic, Mahyco Seeds, Bayer, Syngenta, Corteva, Yara, OCP, IFFCO, Cargill to name just a 

few. Every major country has some learnings and success stories or the other to share for global good. India, for example, 

has the learning of Green Revolution in food production, White Revolution in milk, and Blue Revolution in fisheries 

production to share with the world. China has hybrid rice story to share, Netherlands the advances in horticulture, US 

and Brazil the mechanised farming, Taiwan and Japan the digital technologies, and so are the other countries.

Award :

With this vision to recognize the individuals, who have served the humanity through agriculture, Indian Chamber of 

Food and Agriculture instituted the World Agriculture Prize in 2018 to be presented to an individual or institution or the 

Government, who played seminal role in transforming agriculture and saving the humanity from the curse of hunger. 

The World Agriculture Prize has now been taken over by the World Agriculture Forum. Therefore, the 2nd World Ag Prize 

onwards will be presented by the newly created World Agriculture Forum. A high level global selection committee is 

constituted to decide the names of the World Agriculture Prize Laureate. The 1st World Agriculture Prize was presented 

to the Pioneer of India’s Green Revolution, Prof. MS Swaminathan on Oct 26, 2018 in New Delhi by the Hon’ble Vice 

President of India. 

Award Event :

The award presentation will be preceded by a special session, named “Norman Borlaug Global Dialogue on Climate 

Change and Food Security”. This award as well as global dialogue on climate change and food security provides the 

unique platform for global leaders to discuss the futuristic agenda and the advances made in agriculture at the global 

level. This also opens more avenues for the key stakeholders to learn from experiences and success stories of the 

developing and developed nations and replicate them to deal with the challenge of climate extremes and ensure 

sustainable global food and nutrition security.

WAP Scope : The World Agriculture Prize recognizes the individuals and institutions with exceptionally significant and 

globally impacting achievements in the field of agriculture, including but not limited to breeding, food production; 

plant and animal science, food science and technology; nutrition; rural development; water and the environment; 

natural resource conservation; bio based products, poverty elimination; finance, investments or budgetary allocations; 

policy, industry and agribusiness, programs or economic interventions, and public advocacy. 

Special Panel on Sustainable Development : The award ceremony is preceded by a special session, named “Norman 

Borlaug Global Dialogue on Climate Change and Food Security”, as part of the World Agriculture Prize. The special 

session on Climate change and food security has been incepted with a thought to invite the laureates of food and 

agriculture world to participate in the World Agriculture Prize event and deliberate on this burning issue to come out 

with a blue print for climate resilient agriculture in a sustainable manner to safeguard the interests of our future 

generations.



1st World Agriculture Prize Award

Presentation of 1st World Agriculture Prize to the 

Father of Green Revolution in India, Prof. MS 

Swaminathan presented by Hon’ble Vice-

President of India, Sh. M. Venkaiah Naidu.

Hand-made Portrait

A token of gesture from ICFA to Prof. MS 

Swaminathan, a hand made portrait of him being 

presented by Hon’ble Governor of Kerala.

Presentation of Cheque @ $ 100,000

A cheque $ 100,000 presented to Prof. MS 

Swaminathan as a part of World Agriculture Prize 

by Shri Suresh Prabhu, Hon’ble Commerce 

Minister of India. 

WORLD AGRICULTURE PRIZE
The World Agriculture Prize recognizes the individuals and institutions 

with exceptionally significant and globally impacting achievements in 

the field of agriculture, including but not limited to food production, 

plant and animal science; food science and technology; nutrition; rural 

development; water and the environment; bio based products, social 

organization and poverty elimination; finance and banking; policy, 

industry and agribusiness, programs or economic interventions; and 

public advocacy.

The award presentation will be preceded by a special session, named 

“Norman Borlaug Global Dialogue on Climate Change and Food 

Security”. This award as well as global dialogue on climate change and 

food security provides the unique platform for global leaders to discuss 

the futuristic agenda and the advances made in agriculture at the 

global level.
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Nomination Criteria
The nominee must establish exceptionally signicant and globally impacting achievements through policy, technology, 

development or business, which resulted in a demonstrable improvement in agriculture system or increase in the 

quantity, quality or availability of food for a substantial number of people or improvement in quality of life of farmers or 

rural masses. The impact of this achievements must be measurable, quantiable, or otherwise demonstrated either in 

terms of increased production or productivity, reduced cost of cultivation, improved return on investments, reduced 

poverty, hunger or suffering; or enhanced health, nutrition, quality of life and well-being. While evaluating signicance of 

the individual achievements as well as complexity of the problem solved will be the important aspects to be considered. 

The person may be nationally and internationally recognized for the transformational change happened with the 

interventions or work achievements. The prize will be awarded to one person, one institution or one Government only 

and the nominee must be in good state of health to attend the award ceremony to receive the prize personally.

Nominations :

Any individual or institution, private or public organization, Government or the State may apply or submit a nomination 

for the World Agriculture Prize. As many nominations as deemed t may be submitted. All nominations are treated 

condential, and the identities of the nominators and the nominating organization will be kept condential. Though 

individuals may generate nominations, but for serving people the nomination must be endorsed by, and submitted 

through proper channel. The following list details the information that will be required.

Nominating Organization : 

Name(s) of the person(s) submitting the nomination, the name of the nominating organization, mailing address, e-mail 

address, and telephone number. The nomination must be endorsed by a senior ofcial of the nominating organization, 

certifying the accuracy of the information.

¦ Nominating Organization: Name(s) of the person(s) submitting the nomination, the name of the nominating 

organization, mailing address, e-mail address, and telephone number. The nomination must be endorsed by a 

senior ofcial of the nominating organization, certifying the accuracy of the information.

¦ Nominee Name: Nominee’s Name, Current Position, Mailing Address, E-mail Address and Telephone Number.

¦ Biographical Information: Photograph, Date and place of birth, education, and a resume or CV detailing the 

nominee's positions held, professional afliations, honors, and awards.

¦ Summary: Summary of the nominee's achievement, in 200 words or less.

¦ Statement of Achievement: In no more than two pages, describe the nominee’s specific achievement, which has 

significantly increased the quality, quantity, or availability of, or access to, food. The nominee should be nominated 

for one specific, measurable and sustainable achievement.

¦ Statement of Impact: In no more than two pages, describe the impact of the nominee's achievement in terms of 

the number of people affected; the directness of the impact; the geographical boundaries of the impact; and its 

effect over time on the well-being of the people affected through either enhanced health, nutrition and quality of 

life, or reduced levels of poverty, hunger and malnutrition. The most compelling nominations will demonstrate 

quantitatively the change or changes that occurred as a direct result of the nominee’s achievement.

¦ Seconding Nominations: A letter seconding the nomination must be provided from at least two individuals who 

are familiar with the nominee’s work, but who are not directly associated with the nominating organization. 

Letters seconding the nomination should support the data regarding the nominee’s achievement as well as its 

impact on the people.

¦ Supporting Documents: Documents should be provided that support the nomination including, but not limited 

to, articles describing the nominee’s achievements and the impact of his or her work; and publications by or about 

the nominee that directly relate to the nomination.

¦ All text documents must be submitted in Microsoft Word format and will be used to prepare press material in 

case of nominee winning the award.



Global Awards Jury of World Agriculture Prize
For the application to be considered, nominations with all seconding and supporting documents must be 

submitted by the due date of the year, as mentioned. Incomplete nominations will not be considered. After 

reviewing the nominations for appropriateness and completeness, they will be forwarded to the Selection 

Committee. The Selection Committee then reviews the nominations and recommends the recipient and 

first alternate it deems most worthy for the award. The Selection Committee is composed of a panel of 

distinguished individuals, who are knowledgeable about various aspects of plant science, agricultural 

production, trade, technology, business, policy and economic scenario, nutrition, food processing, water 

and the environment.
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 1ST  WORLD AGRICULTURE PRIZE LAUREATE

Prof. MS Swaminathan  
Pioneer of India’s Green 

Revolution  



The Chief Guest, Mr. Suresh Prabhu, Hon'ble Commerce 

Minister of India addressing the 1st Global Dialogue on 

Climate Change and Food Security on Oct 25, 2018 as 

part of the 1st World Agriculture Prize in New Delhi. The 

Special Session was presided over by His Excellency, Mr. 

P. Sathasivam, Hon’ble Governor of Kerala. Seen from L 

to R: Mr. Alok Sinha, DG, ICFA, Prof. Rudy Rabbinge, 

Food Security Advisor to the Government of 

Netherlands, Ms. Christina Dougherty, Global Vice 

President, Pepsico, H.E. Mr. P. Sathasivam, Hon'ble 

Governor of Kerala, Dr. Purvi Mehta, Asia Lead – 

Agriculture, Bill & Milinda Gates Foundation, H.E. Mr. 

Kinzang Dorji, Hon'ble former Prime Minister of Bhutan 

and Dr. MJ Khan, Chairman, ICFA.

Swaminathan Global Dialogue on

CLIMATE CHANGE AND FOOD SECURITY

GLIMPSES OF 1ST WORLD AGRICULTURE PRIZE 
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